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E Order of the Arrow
Boy Scouts of America




	November 1, 2018  

	Seneca Chapter     

	Amangamek-Wipit Lodge


TO: Unit Leaders

SUBJECT: Unit Selections of Candidates: The Order of the Arrow is the National Honor Society of all older youth programs, chartered by Scouts BSA.  It recognizes those campers who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives and by such recognition, cause other campers to conduct themselves in such a manner as to warrant similar recognition, to promote camping, and to crystallize the habit of helpfulness as a life purpose.  Each Troop/Crew/Unit with qualified Scouts is urged to hold an election to select candidates for induction into the Order.  The election process began on November 1, 2018 and ends on May 31, 2019.  Venturing crews and Sea Scout units elections begin on February 1, 2019 and end on May 31, 2019.
Unit Elections: The time period for elections has been set by the lodge (November 1st to May 31st).  Unit leaders are encouraged to schedule their unit election with the Seneca Chapter as early as possible.  Unit elections must be conducted by members of the lodge in which the unit is chartered.  Elections are held in Troops, Venturing crews and Sea Scout units.  The election team must be comprised of members of the Order who are not registered members of the unit in which the election is being held.  The unit leader is asked to download and complete the form https://www.ncacbsa.org/program/order-of-the-arrow/forms-and-documents/ in advance of the election. This form is a fill in PDF.  A print out from Troopmaster does not qualify as an election form and cannot be accepted.  Also, please check with the prospective candidates in advance of the election to be sure that they are interested in being elected.  The names of the eligible candidates for membership must match the name by which they are registered with the Boy Scouts of America. In addition to this form, the election team will require a copy of the unit roster (field sheet).  This will allow them to verify the presence of 50% of the registered active unit membership, otherwise an election cannot be held.  Also, a list of e-mail addresses (as many as you can give for each youth) of all elected candidates will need to be provided the night of the election.
Unit Leader Approval: To become eligible for election, youth must be registered with the Boy Scouts of America and have the approval of his/her unit leader prior to the election.  The unit leader must certify Scout spirit (i.e., adherence to the Scout Oath and Law and active participation in unit activities).  The unit leader must also certify that the nominee meets all specified requirements at the time of the annual election.

Youth Membership Qualifications: All members of, or candidates for membership in, the Order of the Arrow who are under 21 years of age shall be considered youth members or candidates for youth membership, subject to the following requirements:
· Be a registered member of the Boy Scouts of America.

· Hold the First Class rank, Venturing Discovery Award, or Sea Scout Ordinary rank or higher of the Boy Scouts of America.

· After registration with a troop, have experienced 15 days and nights of Boy Scout camping during the two-year period prior to the election.  The 15 days and nights must include one, but not more than one, long-term camp consisting of six consecutive days and five nights of resident camping, approved and under the auspices of the standards of the Boy Scouts of America.  The balance of the camping must be overnight, weekend, or other short-term camps.  Ship nights may be counted as camping nights for Sea Scouts.
Adult Membership Qualifications: All members of, or candidates for membership in, the Order of the Arrow who are 21 years of age or older and who are registered members of the Boy Scouts of America shall be considered adult members or candidates for adult membership. You will need to turn the Adult Leader nomination paperwork in the night of the election. The Leader does not automatically become a candidate; the form must be submitted by the Chapter for a series of approvals and signatures with final approved by the Lodge.  Notification will come from the Chapter of final approval to attend an Ordeal.  Individuals shall be selected as candidates based on the following:
Each year, upon holding a troop. Venturing, or ship crew election for youth candidates that results in at least one youth candidate being elected, the unit committee may nominate adults to the lodge adult selection committee.  The number of adults nominated can be no more than one-third of the number of youth candidates elected, rounded up where the number of youth candidates is not a multiple of three.  In addition to the one-third limit, as long as he or she has served as unit leader (i.e. Scoutmaster, not Assistant Scoutmaster), as long as he or she has served as this unit leader for at least the previous twelve months immediately prior to the unit election.
Candidates must fulfill the following conditions in order to be considered for approval:
· Selection of the adult is based on the ability to perform the necessary functions to help the Order fulfill its purpose, and not for recognition of service, including current or prior achievement and positions.

· The individual will be an asset to the Order because of demonstrated abilities that fulfill the purpose of the Order.

· The camping/ship night requirements set forth for youth members are fulfilled.

· The adult leader’s membership will provide a positive example for the growth and development of the youth members of the lodge.

The unit committee is encouraged to determine if they will be nominating an adult for membership in the Order prior to the unit election.  If an adult will be nominated, the unit committee should download and complete the form https://www.ncacbsa.org/program/order-of-the-arrow/forms-and-documents/ so it can be submitted to the elections team immediately after the successful election of youth candidates from the unit.  The adult(s) being nominated must be a registered member of the unit and the name listed on the form must match the name that is registered with the Boy Scouts of America on the unit roster (field sheet).  These recommendations will be reviewed by the Seneca Chapter Adult Recommendation Committee before being forwarded to the Lodge Adult Selection Committee for approval.  Adults must be approved by the Lodge and notified by the Chapter before they attend an ordeal.

Information on elections and the election forms can be found on the NCAC website at: http://ncacbsa.org/program/order-of-the-arrow/chapter-unit-election-resources/ . Scroll down to the bottom of the page to select needed forms.
If you have special directions for the Chapter about contacting the candidates it MUST be written on the back of the election form that the election team retains and signed by the Scoutmaster. Otherwise all candidates will receive information by mail and e-mail prior to the ordeal. 
We are encouraging all Units to hold elections as soon as possible.  The Spring Ordeal will be held April 26-28, 2019 in Damascus.  We strongly encourage the candidates to attend this ordeal rather than waiting for the Fall Ordeal where there is limited space due to the location at Hallowood. 

To make arrangements for an election or to obtain answers to questions that you might have please contact Mr. Bill Johnson at 301-977-1715, johnsonwilliama@msn.com or Mr. Fred Mitchell at 301-916-8395, fmitchell8285@gmail.com. 
Questions subsequent to the election should be directed to Mrs. Mary Lou Gundersen, oagundersen@comcast.net, 301-869-5625 or 301-704-7722, or M.L. Gundersen, 15416 Peach Leaf Dr, North Potomac, MD 20878-2345.

Yours in Cheerful Service, 
	Alex Kolb
	Mr. Fred Mitchell

	Seneca Chapter Chief
	Seneca Chapter Adviser


