
Cub Scout Advancement 
Notes from the "Guide to Advancement" 

 
 
GTA 4.0.0.2 - Reporting Advancement 

All Cub Scout, Scouts BSA, and Sea Scout ranks, and all Venturing advancement awards must be reported to 
local councils. The best and most accurate method is through the BSA’s internet portal for reporting 
advancement [or using Scoutbook]. [Note: Advancements should be reported monthly.] 
 
GTA 4.1.0.4 - "Do Your Best" 

In the same spirit as “Do Your Best,” if a Cub Scout is close to earning a badge of rank when it is time to 
transition to a new den, the pack committee, in consultation with the den leader and the Cub Scout’s parent or 
guardian, may allow a few weeks to complete the badge before going on to the next rank. Earning it will give the 
youth added incentive to continue in Scouting and carry on and tackle the next rank. 
 
GTA 4.1.1.0 - Cub Scout Ranks 

Lion. For youth who are kindergarten age. [Earn rank via adventures\] 
Bobcat. Earned first by all Cub Scouts except Lions, no matter when they join.  
Tiger. For youth who have completed kindergarten or are 7 years old.  
Wolf. For youth who have completed first grade or are 8 years old.  
Bear. For youth who have completed second grade or are 9 years old. 
Webelos. For youth who have completed third grade or are 10 years old.  
Arrow of Light. For youth who have completed fourth grade. 
 
GTA 4.1.1.3 - Tiger Wolf Bear 

As the youth finish an adventure, they are awarded a belt loop that is worn on the official Cub Scout belt. Belt 
loops should be presented as soon as possible. When the requirements for each rank are fulfilled, the rank badge 
is presented at the next pack meeting. 
 
GTA 4.1.1.4 - Webelos and Arrow of Light 

The Webelos and Arrow of Light ranks have some additional requirements in addition to the adventures. For the 
Webelos rank, Scouts must have completed the third grade (or be 10 years old) and must be an active member of 
the Webelos den for three months. For the Arrow of Light rank, Scouts must be active in the Webelos den for at 
least six months since completing the fourth grade (or since becoming 10 years old).  

An adventure pin is awarded for each completed adventure. ... When the requirements for the Webelos or Arrow 
of Light ranks are fulfilled, the rank badge is presented at the next pack meeting. [Be sure to record via 
Scoutbook or Internet Advancement!] 
 
All youth who are in Webelos dens and are in the fifth grade shall work on Arrow of Light requirements. They 
can earn the Arrow of Light rank without earning the Webelos rank. 
 
Arrow of Light is Cub Scouting’s final rank before joining Scouts BSA. ... Once completed, the rank should be 
presented during an impressive ceremony involving Scouts from a local Scout troop. Their involvement may 
encourage the eventual “bridging” of recipients into the troop. 
 
The minimum age for a Cub Scout who has earned the Arrow of Light Award to join Scouts BSA is 10 years 
old. The requirements for joining Scouts BSA, as stated in the Scouts BSA Handbook, include the following: 
“Have completed the fifth grade and be at least 10 years old OR be at least 11 years old OR have earned the 
Arrow of Light Award and be at least 10 years old…” 
 
The Arrow of Light rank is the only Cub Scout badge authorized to be worn on the Scouts BSA uniform once a 
youth transitions into a troop; it is worn below the left pocket. On an adult uniform, the Arrow of Light rank is 
recognized with a red and green square knot worn above the left pocket. 
 
 



 



COVID-19 FAQ- UPDATED 6/2/21 
Advancement — Cub Scouts 
 
Q: May parents sign off on Webelos and Arrow of Light requirements?  

Yes. During this pandemic period, parents and other adults in the Cub Scout’s family may sign off on 
Webelos and Arrow of Light requirements. We strongly encourage that parents use the Scouting App 
or Scoutbook to record completion of their child’s requirements. We will continue to monitor the 
situation and communicate when this temporary measure expires and there is a return to the standard 
rules for Cub Scout advancement. 

Q: If my den is behind in advancement due to COVID-19, can my Cub Scout continue to work on 
advancement through the summer? 

Yes. Cub Scouts may continue to work on their current den’s advancement. During this pandemic 
period, it is at the discretion of the den to decide the best course of action for how long to extend 
continuation of advancement. We want to ensure that the pandemic does not create an obstacle to 
youth advancement, that Cub Scouts families continue to have a positive experience, and that the 
standard for Cub Scout Advancement continues to be “Do Your Best.” We will continue to monitor the 
situation and communicate when this temporary measure expires and there is a return to the standard 
rules for Cub Scout advancement. 

Q: Can the Arrow of Light (fifth-grade dens) requirements fulfill the requirement to visit a troop or 
attend a troop outing to function as a patrol? 

Yes. Two things to keep in mind, the standard of completion for Cub Scout advancement is “Do Your 
Best,” so given the circumstances, we want to look at the purpose behind the requirements. 
Remember that doing nothing is never doing your best. Dens can visit a virtual troop meeting to see 
the patrol method and youth leadership in action. Since the den cannot attend a troop campout or 
outing, the idea is for the den to function as a patrol while attending the virtual troop meeting. During 
this time, a virtual den meeting where the den functions as a patrol can be done. Elect a patrol leader, 
pick a patrol name, play a virtual game together as a patrol. Plenty of opportunities to Do Your Best to 
meet the intention of the requirement. Remember to maintain all youth protection standards online. 

Q: What is the guidance for completing the Outdoor Activity Award and Summertime Pack Award? 

Packs and dens should do their best to meet the intent of the awards. If a required activity (such as 
day camp or resident camp) is not possible due to the COVID-19 pandemic, packs can utilize an 
alternative option of their choosing. Units should continue to follow any restrictions outlined by their 
state and local health departments or other local officials regarding gatherings, etc. 

 
 


